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should approach his task. He will read all, and hear all sides,
and form his own conclusion, which, at best, must be a
faulty one, until the secrets of all hearts are known.
The Vicechancellor-Cardinal-Archdeacon was a human
being. If he were, as Caspar Veronensis describes him at
a later date, "a comely man, of cheerful countenance and
honeyed discourse, who gains the affections of all the
women he admires, and attracts them as the loadstone at-
tracts iron," what must he have been in the glow of his
superb youth? This is not by any means a suitable reputa-
tion for a churchman; and only its non-singularity prevents
it from being a disgraceful one. Viewed from a theological
stand-point, Cardinal Rodrigo's carnal lusts are, of course,
wholly indefensible: but this work is an attempt at the
study of certain human beings prominent in history; and
not a theological treatise nor an act of the advocatus
diaboli. The Lord Pius P.P. II has said, "If there are good
reasons for 'enjoining celibacy of the clergy, there are bet-
ter and stronger arguments for insisting on their mar-
riage"; and that Supreme Pontiff was far and away the
wisest and most observing man of His Own (or perhaps of
any) time.
Therefore, it is suggested that, knowing of the proclivi-
ties of Cardinal Rodrigo, being in truth his firm friend,
desirous that he should live up to the obligations of his
rank, and, above all, actuated by a sense of duty as Christ's
Vicar, the Pope's Holiness set him to supervise the build-
ings at Pienza—to keep him out of mischief.
In 1460 was born Don Pedro Luis de Borja, bastard of
the said Cardinal-Archdeacon and a spinster (soluta).
The child was openly acknowledged and honourably reared.
About this time the Lord Pius P.P. II wrote a letter, to
remonstrate with Cardinal Rodrigo and with the Lord
Giacopo Ammanati, Cardinal-Presbyter of the Title of San
Crisogono, concerning their divergences from ecclesiastical
discipline. It is a genial and paternal letter, in which frank

